
MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE

PASSENGERS ARRIVING AND DEPARTING NZ

AIR 
In 2018/19,  
the number of 
passengers arriving 
and departing by air 
were about 7 million 
in each direction.

SEA 
In 2018/19,  
the number of 
passengers arriving 
and departing by sea 
were about 90,000 
in each direction.

Data owner:  
Statistics New Zealand 
Breakdown available: 
Airports

Data owner:  
Statistics New Zealand 
Breakdown available: 
Ports

MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT

LOAD EFFICIENCY

In 2018/19, the 
number of empty 
containers 
discharged at  
all ports totalled 
approximately 
497,000 TEUs.

Note:   
TEUs = 20-foot 
equivalent units 
Data owner:  
Ministry of Transport 
Breakdown available: 
Ports

MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT

FREIGHT IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

EXPORTS 
In 2018/19, total 
exports were about 
44 million tonnes, 
and valued over  
64 billion dollars.

IMPORTS 
In 2018/19, total 
imports were about 
25 million tonnes, 
and valued over  
65 billion dollars.

Note: FOB = free  
on board 
Data owner:  
Statistics New Zealand 

Note: CIF = cost, 
insurance and freight 
Data owner:  
Statistics New Zealand

MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT

FREIGHT CARRIED DOMESTICALLY (LOCAL AND REGIONAL)

ROAD 
In 2017/18, 
road freight 
carried 
domestically 
totalled 258.5 
million tonnes  
(or 23.1  
billion tonne 
kilometres).

RAIL 
In 2018/19, rail 
freight carried 
domestically  
totalled  
171.3 million 
tonnes (or 38.3 
billion tonne 
kilometres).

AIR 
In 2018/19,  
air freight 
carried 
domestically 
weighted 
around  
36,600 
tonnes. 

SHIPPING 
In 2018/19, 
about 248,000 
TEUs of 
domestic 
freight were 
carried by  
coastal 
shipping.

Note: Data for 
this indicator 
are only 
collected 
periodically 
Data owner:  
Ministry of 
Transport

 
Data owner:  
Ministry of 
Transport 
Breakdown 
available: 
Regions

Note: Includes 
freight 
transported 
domestically on 
non-passenger 
flights.  
Data owner: 
Civil Aviation 
Authority

Note: TEUs = 
20-foot 
equivalent units 
Data owner:  
Ministry of 
Transport 
Breakdown 
available: Ports

CONTRIBUTION TO THE ECONOMY

CONTRIBUTION OF TRANSPORT & FREIGHT MOVEMENTS TO NZ GDP

In 2017/18, 
transport and 
freight movements 
contributed 
approximately  
13,012 million 
dollars to GDP  
(4.9% of total GDP).

Note: 2018/19 data 
not yet available 
Data owner:  
Statistics New Zealand 
Breakdown available: 
Sectors & regions

MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT

TRAVEL TIME RELIABILITY FOR FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION

In 2018/19, 90% of 
freight trains arrived 
on time (i.e. within  
30 minutes of 
scheduled arrival).

Data owner:  
KiwiRail

MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE

TRAVEL TIME RELIABILITY ON PRIORITY TOURIST ROUTES

In 2018/19, 91% of 
scenic trains arrived 
on time (i.e. within 
30 minutes of 
scheduled arrival).

Data owner:  
KiwiRail

MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT

FARM EXPENDITURE ON FREIGHT

In 2017/18, 2.5% of 
farm operational  
costs were spent  
on freight.

Note: 2018/19 data not 
yet available. Annual 
data are presented  
year ended March 
Data owner:  
Statistics New Zealand

MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT

FREIGHT PRODUCTIVITY / UTILISATION

In 2018/19, the 
averaged number  
of containers moved 
on or off ships were  
between 69,000  
and 73,000 per hour.

Data owner:  
Ministry of Transport 
Breakdown available: 
Ports

% OF FARM OPERATIONAL COST SPENT ON FREIGHT
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% OF SCENIC TRAINS ARRIVING ON TIME
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% OF FREIGHT TRAINS ARRIVING ON TIME
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WEIGHTED NATIONAL AVERAGE SHIP RATE

Via seaport $
Via parcel post $
Via airport $
Via seaport weight
Via parcel  
post weight
Via airport weight

Via seaport $
Via parcel post $
Via airport $
Via seaport weight
Via parcel  
post weight
Via airport weight

18
/1

9

17
/1

8

16
/1

7

15
/1

6

14
/1

5

13
/1

4

12
/1

3

N
um

be
r o

f c
on

ta
in

er
s 

in
 T

EU
 (t

ho
us

an
d)

300

250

200

150

100

50

0

60

12
/1

3

13
/1

4

14
/1

5

15
/1

6

16
/1

7

17
/1

8

18
/1

9

To
nn

e-
km

s 
(b

ill
io

n)

To
nn

es
 (m

ill
io

n)
NUMBER OF EMPTY CONTAINERS DISCHARGED
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